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Selwyn Blackmore 

Wellington Integrated Planning Manager 

NZ Transport Agency 

PO Box 5084 Lambton Quay 

WELLINGTON 6145 

 

Dear Selwyn 

AA Comments on Mana Esplanade Clearway Alterations 
Thank you for your letter of 29 May asking for the AA input on the proposed alterations. The AA 

Motoring Affairs, representing a national perspective, has reviewed the proposed changes at Mana 

and our comments are below.  However, we note that AA Wellington District also has responsibility 

to comment on local Wellington region issues and we trust that AA Wellington District has also been 

consulted on this proposal.  

New Clearway Lanes 
Generally we strongly support the proposed changes. The T2 lane/ clearway combination was 

extremely confusing and from our experience potentially lethal. In particular, inexperienced users 

wrongly in the T2 lane outside operating hours would respond to the presence of the rare parked car 

with an emergency lane switch that endangers users in the central lane.  The presence of over 40 

black skid marks along this short stretch of road attests to the risk and it is our view that a fatality 

would have been likely at some point.  

Simplifying it from a “T2 lane/clearway” to a Clearway makes it easier for the first time user to 

understand and operate and hopefully reduce confusion and increase safety over this stretch of 

road.   Despite this, clearways will not eliminate the “rare parked car” event described above.  

Removal of Clearway designation 

Given the low demand for parking along that stretch the AA considers it should be questioned 

whether the benefits from the parking outweigh the safety risk that still remains, as well as the 

travel time reduction that results from not having two lanes available through that short stretch. 

Given the new government’s emphasis on the best possible investments and making best use of 

existing infrastructure NZTA should assess removing the clearway designation altogether. 

If this cannot be achieved, the AA asks NZTA to consider whether there are ways to reduce the 

above “rare parked car” event (e.g. providing ongoing red crosses above the closed lane; flashing 

warnings). 
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Clearway hours 

We also supports the proposed changes to the clearway hours to better reflect peak traffic loads, 

although consideration should be given to increasing the hours further. The AA considers the full 

hour (6am to 10am ) is also preferred in that it is simpler and easier to read at speed than the half 

hour time limits (6.30am to 9.30am).  The AA recommends that the times be simplified as far as 

possible so there is as much consistency as possible to make it easy for casual users to comprehend 

(regular users have less of an issue as they become familiar with the times).  

Emergency vehicles 

It is important that emergency vehicles have access for rare genuine emergencies, but the AA 

queries the necessity to make a blanket approval for emergency vehicles to park in the clearway.  

Transit provided a considerable amount of safe off-street parking along this section of the highway 

that should be used in preference for emergency vehicle access to residences.  Parking emergency 

vehicles in a Clearway will create a safety hazard, both for the persons in the emergency vehicle and 

for others.  It is not clear that the safety benefit outweighs the safety risk and the AA asks that 

alternatives be considered.  

The AA supports that normal passenger buses may stop for brief periods to let off and take on 

passengers at authorised bus stops on the clearway as this is consistent with normal traffic 

operation, but questions the need to include ordinary parking bays.  Also the AA suggests the 

requirement be written to prevent this being misused by tour buses stopping for long periods, as has 

been seen happening on other bus stops and bus lanes in Wellington.  The AA would not support this 

as there is ample off street parking for tour bus activity. 

Provision of public information  
While the AA considers the clearway option will be simpler, we also consider that motorists cannot 

be reasonably expected to read the fine print of times when the clearways are open and would 

encourage Transit to continue with green and red electronic signage before the lanes that let the 

motorist know simply whether the clearway is operating or not. 

The AA considers the other proposed public information provision to be excessive and would not 

represent good value use of road user funds. The AA considers that limited changes to clearway 

hours should simply be communicated as for other clearways operated by local authorities, which 

would be much less than proposed to be made mandatory here.  

Clearway Hours Review provision 
The AA also supports the proposal to insert a mechanism into its conditions permitting NZTA to alter 

the clearway hours without having to formally alter the designation.  The AA recommends not 

restricting the review to two-yearly – this could become and expensive and unnecessary burden 

should the lanes be operating well. The review should simply happen as and when NZTA considers 

there is an issue (e.g. safety concerns) with the operation of the lanes. 

The AA supports a safety and operational review of the new clearways within one year of 

commencing to identify if the “rare parked car” event issue has been resolved and if there remain 

skid marks in the lanes as a result of the clearway. 
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Goat Point Fence 
Like NZTA, the AA is yet to be convinced that a wire fence is a priority at Goat Point, a 50km/h zone 

like many other such zones, where other towns have much worse roadside hazards. The placing of 

wire fence should be done in national priority order and for example it may be higher priority along 

the 100km/h stretches on SH1 north to Levin where there are deep ditches, poles and culverts.  

Marina View Intersection 
The AA is strongly resistant to the proposal to install yet another set of traffic lights at the Marina 

View intersection. State Highway One is the top hierarchy road, and should have an extremely 

limited number of access points.  It has high traffic volumes including a lot of freight traffic and is the 

major of the two crucial economic arteries into and out of Wellington region.  Marina View is a tiny 

dead end that should not take precedence over the national traffic. The AA has seen no evidence of 

risk or crash data that supports the detrimental impact on State highway traffic. The AA urges NZTA 

to consider a solution that better reflects the relative road hierarchy and supports the through flow 

of the huge traffic volumes on the main highway.  

Options that NZTA needs to explore before installing traffic lights at Marina View include:  

 To manage the small volumes of traffic, build a level crossing over the railway line through 

the marina to Pascoe Ave  

 Allow only left turn in, left turn out from Marina View and provide a place to turn around at 

Pascoe Ave 

 There is an existing pedestrian path under the bridge nearby. Provide better signage and 

improve the paths leading to it, so that it is better used instead of crossing the main road. 

 Provide an alternative boat launching ramp on the south shore of the Paremata outlet 

(between the two bridges). This space has been planned as a boat ramp and parking area on 

the District plan for years but has not been built. This would allow traffic towing boats to 

enter and exit at the existing Paremata roundabout.  

The AA thanks NZTA for the opportunity to comment on the Mana Clearways proposal and generally 

supports the proposals. We urge NZTA to alter the T2 lanes arrangement as soon as possible, and 

not make this contingent on arrangements regarding Marina View. The AA considers the T2 lanes to 

be an immediate risk that needs to be acted on with urgency. 

 

Regards 

 

 

 

Jayne Gale  

Principal Adviser, Motoring Policy 

NZ Automobile Association Incorporated  

 


